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Delegations to the Second World Conference of Christian Youth 


About 1,500 young people and leaders from throughout the world are expected 
to the second World Conference of Christim Youth to be held at Oslo, July 22-31, 
1947. 


A special boat will bring most of the United States delegation direct to 
Gslo, As the Americm Christian youth leaders were becoming doubtful whether 
it would be possible to get all its delegation onto the over-crowded Atlantic 
transportation services this summer, the State Department's division of inter- 
national exchange of persons made available a military transport, the "Marine 
Jumper", Three hundred twenty-four places will be available on the ship for 
young men and women and their leaders, The ship, which sails June 30, will 
arrive at Oslo on July 11. 


The Chinese Christim youth have received the use of a special airplane 
which Lutherm missions employ for quick transport of their missionaries in 
Asia. The plane, which will leave Shanghai on July 2, will carry all of the 39 
Chinese representatives except a few already in Europe. 


Thirteen Japanese Christian young people will attend the conference, They 
will travel by way of the United States, arriving by ship at San Francisco about 
July 1, Seven Korem youth will also go to the Oslo Conference via the United 

7 States. 


Asiatic youth is enthusiastic about the prospect of meeting with young 
Christians from throughout the world at the conference. Tracy Strong, General 
Secretary of the World Alliance of Y.M.C.A.S, said upon his return from a tour 
by plane around the world: "Oslo has gripped their imagination, They'll all be 
poere," 


Good delegations are expected from some parts of Africa. Delegates from 
South America, Australia, Philippines and Madagascar and some of the leaders 
, from the United States will go to the conference by commercial plane. 

i 


Fifteen German young people will also attend the meeting in the former Nazi-~ 
occupied country. Yugoslavia will be represented at the conference; the Faculty 
of theology at Belgrade University will send four students and a professor, 
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The roster of speakers (see E,P.S, No. 12) has been completed by the acceptance 
of Greek Orthodox Metropolitan Panteleimon of Edhessa, Greece. The bishop will 
preach the sermon during an Orthodox liturgical service on the Monday morning, 

July 28. E.P.S. Geneva 


A New Task of the Ecumenical Refugee Commission 


A report circulated by the International Red Cross and confirmed by workers 
in the Refugee Relief section of the Austrian Evangelical Church states that about 
70,000 so-called "Volksdeutsche" are obliged to leave Yugoslavia and the Banat and 
are making their way into Austria, some directly across the border into Styria and 
Others through Hungary, Their destination is said to be Austria and Germ™my. 
Information as to the immediate cause of this exodus is not to hand, but it is 
known that for upwards of a year many of these people have been living in canps in 
Yugoslavia in extrememisery and that not a few have died. It is reported that they 
are wandering without finding shelter and that most of them are exhausted. 


Acting on preliminary reports from Vienna, the Ecumenical Refugee Commission 
is arranging to supply food for a meal for 200 people daily, and will keep closely 
in touch with developments to see what further help cm be given. This new influx 
“coincides with an announcement by the Americm Military authorities that no more 

refugees will henceforth be admitted into camps under their control, 


It may be recalled that at the recent meetings of the Preparatory Commission 
of the International Refugee COrgmisation at Lausaine, the French delegation pressed 
strongly for the inclusion of such refugees from Yugoslavia and Bulgaria among 
tho’se eligible for assistance by I.R.O, At present their status is undetermined, 
as they were not mentioned in the Potsdan Agreements. E.P.S. Geneva 


The Ecumenical Patriarch Visits Greece 


The Ecumenical Patriarch Maximos of Constantinople paid recently a visit to 
the Orthodox Church of Greece, This visit marks a new phase in the relations be- 
"tween the Orthodox Churches as it is the first time in modern times that an Ecumen- 

ical Patriarch has gone abroad, The Patriarch travelled to the Greco-Turkish 
Marontier by special train, 


After officiating at a service in the cathedral of Alexandroupolis, the Patri- 
merch embarked on a déstroyer for Piraeus, where he arrived on May 22. He was 
Saccorded the honours of a head of State, and was received at the landing stage by 

Archbishop Damaskinos and members of the Holy Synod, the Prime Minister, the Foreign 
“Minister, and a representative of the King. Welcoming crowds lined the quays, The 
bells of all the churches in Athens and the Piraeus rang, and both towns were be- 

D flagged, 

, After staying two days in Athens as the guest of Archbishop Damaskinos, the 
Ecumenical Patriarch went to Kefissia, where he met the Metropolitenof Attica, 
E.P.o.s Geneva 


i 
UNITED STATES Bishop Oxnam onthe Union of the Churches 


Bishop G. Bromley Oxnam in his sermon at the Sunday service of the Methodist 
Church Conference in New York on May 25, 1947, declared that "union cm and must be 
tablished in Christ's Churches in the world" and that "union in the larger Pro- 
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testant denominations could be consummated within a decade." He predicted that 
"at the General Conference of the Methodist Church, which will be held in Boston 
in May, 1948, the Methodist Church, as the largest Protestant denomination in the 
United States, would take the first steps for the unification of all Protestant 
denominations into a united Church," 


"The union of American Protestant Christianity, Bishop Oxnam declared, would 
electrify the world and accelerate the trends towards union in every continent. 
Bishop Oxnam asserted that plan for this union must come of common decision in 
democratic conference. Individual forms of worship can be held, but there can be 
a common ministry. It may call for 2 nation-wide sacred service of re-ordination 
in which the hands of ministers of different spiritual traditions may be laid 
upon the heads of all, but yet it can be accomplished. 


"The union of Christendom can never be achieved by one part of the Holy Cathol- 
ie Church, insisting that all other parts shall discard their creative contribu- 
tions in order to return to a part of the Church Universal..." B.P.5, Geneva 


south Pacific Christian Conference 

At the Tambaram meeting of the International Missionary Council in 1938 the 
Suggestion was made that as soon as possible there should be held a conference of 
the Christian forces at work in the South Pacific. The war delayed this plan but 
in 1945 the two National Missionary Councils of Australia and New Zealand decided 
to begin preparations for this conference. It is a difficult matter because of 
the huge distances which separate the various groups of islands and also because 
there has never as yet been organised co-operation between the various Missionary 
Boards working in that area. 


Plans are now sufficiently advanced for a preparatory meeting of the proposed 
Christian conference to be called for Sydney, Australia, from February 23-28, 1948. 
The various Missionary Boards associated with the National Missionary Councils in 
the two countries are being asked to send two representatives each with up to 3 
Missionaries as visitors in addition. If possible there will be representatives 
of the island peoples themselves. 


There are many complicated and important questions which face the Christian 
Church in the South Pacific and mmy of these can only be dealt with effectively 
by united action. Nine Commissions are engaged in collecting information to guide 
this conference to right decisions, These deal with such matters as relation be- 
tween the Churches and the community in the Pacific islands, the development of 
indigenous leadership, the economic and educational difficulties of the time, 
relationships with the governments, women's and educational work. 


The Rev. Norman Goodall, secretary of the International Missionary Council, is 


planning to be present at the preparatory meeting in Sydney. E,P.S. Geneva 
JAPAN Interview with Kagawa 


"The Lutherm", weekly news magazine of the United Lutherm Church in America 
(No. 30, 1947) publishes an interview with Dr Toyohiko Kagawa. Dr Kagawa is the 
moving spirit behind a movement to win Japan for Christ under the auspices of the 
United Church of Christ, "Christ for Japm and Japan for Christ" is the daily 
prayer which is the nearest to his heart, 
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The following questions were put to Kagawa: 


"What have you been doing in the past year?" - "Preaching", almost explosively 
came back the reply... then, "relief work", more quietly. During the last six 
months he has spoken to over 1,500,000 persons. He has visited all parts of 
Japan from Hokkaido in the north to Kyushu in the south, Every Sunday he occupied 
a pulpit somewhere, 


"What progress is Christianity making?" - "There is a spiritual revolution among 
the Japanese, particularly anong the people in the country", Dr Kagawa said, 
"Since the last June we have had 34,000 converts to the Christian faith." In the 
last 12 days of meetings in three prefectures in southern Japan there were 10, 349 
converts, Preaching three times in one day in the town of Yamaguchi there were 
2,000 converts, 


"Are you satisfied with this progress?" - "Yes, the revival of Christianity in 
' Japan has been like a flame of fire, One year ago converts numbered 50 per day; 
today there are 10 times as many, 500 per day. We need one Church in each of 
10,000 villages," 


br Kagawa attributed the revival of Christianity in Japan to the following 
factors: 


Firstly, freedom of religion brought about by General MacArthur. 

Secondly, desire of the Japanese to elevate their moral standing... to live 
in the spirit of purity and cleanness of life. 

Thirdly, Japanese religions - Shintoism and Buddhism - have been "sleeping", 
These have religion at the beginning and at the end of life, and nothing between, 
Christianity, however, gives real spiritual living. 

Fourthly, Communistic sympathy has become "very strong" in Japan as was 
evidenced by the 1,'700,000 votes cast in the general elections last April for 
Communistic candicates, Many Japanese have taken an aversion to this growth of 


"materialistic" feeling and have turned to Christianity. E.P.o. Geneva 
PALESTINE Swedish Theological Institute in Jerusalem 


In the near future, a Swedish Theological Institute is to begin activities in 
Jerusalem, under the auspices of the Swedish-Jewish Missionary Society (Svenska 
Israels Mission). The objectives in mind are varied and important. They embrace 
the following major emphases: 


a) A study of modern Judaism and Jewry, To what extend does one find today 
in Isracl a vital Messianic expectation? Wherein does it manifest itself? What 
is the modern Jewish interpretation of Jesus Christ? To what extent is modern 
Judaism based upon religious motives? 


b) Bible Research, Naturally the Holy Land offers most unique possibilities 
to penetrate into the world of the Bible. People who have visited Palestine will 
bear witness to the war the word of the Bible becomes incomparably alive when 
studied in its actual environment. 


A special function of the Institute will be as a centre of contact and exchange 
between scholars of different lands and schools. It may thus serve as a means of 
creating inter-cooperation in the field of Bible research which has become so in- 
perative at the present time, Another special function will be to serve as an 
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intermediary in acquainting Western theological colleges with noteworthy achieve- 
“ments of Bible research carried on by Jewish scholars, 


c) Affirmation of the Christian faith, 


The Institute regards one of its chief tasks to be to serve as witness - 
directly or indirectly - to the Christian faith, It concern is not so much to win 
the largest possible number of Jewish proselytes, but rather to become friendly 
with the Jews by bearing witness that Jesus Christ is the Messiah for whom Israel 
has longed and whom Israel - as all mankind - needs. It would strive to fulfil 
this function by the orgmisation of religious discussion groups between Jews and 


Christims, supplemented by joint Bible study. BeP.8. Geneva 
FRANCE A Century of Evangelisation 


The "Société Centrale d'livangélisation" has just celebrated its centenary. 
Under its auspices during the past century 40 mission stations have been founded 
which have grown into churches, and 33 mission stations which have become annexes 
to churches, The Society has retained the supervision and responsibility for 39 
new mission-stations; 31 chapels and 6 halls for divine service have been built 
or acquired, together with 14 vicarages; also 8 meeting rooms and 6 youth club- 
rooms, These figures include building or purchases in the colonial countries: 
Indo-China, Morocco, Senegal and New Caledonia, 


The number of chapels and vicarages destroyed or damaged during the war was 21. 


In the Société Centrale new members or conversions take the form of communities 
or Churches, sometimes by regrouping scattered Protestants; this often takes 
place in the provinces which, before the period of persecution, had a Huguenot 
population which has partially reasserted itself under a régime of religious free- 
dom. Today: in France people are more ready to listen to the message of the Gospel, 
and give it a more favourable welcome, than in preceding years, 


The Société Centrale is anxious to meet the many calls that are made on it at 
the present time, but is faced at the moment with a deficit of over a million 


francs on an estimated budget of 20 millions. E,.P.°, Geneva 
GERMANY Church Unity In Spite Of Zone Barriers 


The Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany,met, on May 12 and 13, 1947 
for the first time since its formation, At a service/ in the church of St. Sophia 
the Bishop of Bavaria, Dr Meiser, replied on behalf of the Council to the wel- 
coming address of Bishop Dibelius. He was particularly anxious, so he explained, 
to prove to the churches in Berlin that the Evangelical Church has by no means 
broken up into two separate parts, The unifying forces of the Christim community 
were stronger than all the Zone barriers. 


During the conference a reception was held in the "House of Soviet Culture", 
which gave the members of the Council an opportunity of getting in contact with 
the Soviet Military Government in Berlin, Captain Tulpanoff made a long speech in 
the name of the Soviet Uccupying Power, 


The sessions of the Council of the Evangelical Church in Germany (EKD) were 
preceded by mestings of*the National Council of Brethren, the highest official 
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organ of the Confessing Church. The members of the National Council of Brethren 
afterwards visited the different districts of the eastern Zone, in order to see the 
church leaders in Dresden, Magdeburg, Eisenach, Schwerin, Greifswald and Gérlitz, 
and to assure the Churches there of the unity between East and West. ; 

F E.P.o, Geneva 


Brief News 


Switzerland:- Casa Locarno", rest home for pastors organised by the Reconstruc- 
tion Dep partment of the World Bocett of Churches and the Relief Committee of the 
Evangelical Churches in Switzerland, will be ready for ten guests from July Lit 
and for full capacity of 30 by August lst. (see E.P.S. No. 17). All requests have 
to go through the National Reconstruction Committees. Ears aeneya 


United States:- Adjustment of United States immigration quotas, to permit entry 
of 400,000 persons from detention camps in Europe, was urged in a resolution adopt- 
ed by the Massachusetts Congregational Conference and Missionary Society at its 


148th annual meeting in Boston, May 14, 1947. E.P.o. Geneva 


United States:- After having visited Great Britain the Indian Church delegation 
went to the U.S.A. where it was officially received at a fellowship dinner in New 

York, sponsored by the Indian Committee of the Foreign Missions Conference of North 

America, The Indian leaders were welcomed by Dr Roswell P, Barnes, associate 
"general secretary of the Federal Council of the Churches of Christ. E.P.S, Geneva 


Germany :- In the Eastern Zone of Berlin a check on religious instruction has 

been carried out on the orders of the Soviet commandant. An inspection was made 

to see whether the material selected for teaching was in accordance with the approv- 
@d educational scheme, and whether such instruction was being given only to children 
Whose parents had definitely stated that they wished them to have it. EPS. Geneva 


Germany:- The German Missionary Council held a meeting at Bethel, the chairman 
being Professor Freytag of Hamburg, The missionary societies in the Kastern Zone 
were represented by Dr Knaf of Berlin (mission supervisor) and Professor Ihmels of 
Leipzig. The chief item discussed was the preparations for the’ forthcoming world 
Missionary conference to be held at Toronto, Canada, HeP ade Geneva 


"Day of the United Nations't:- Information has been received from the World Federa- 
tion of United Nations Associations that June 26, anniversary of the signature of 
the Charter of the United Nations in San Francisco, will be considered all over 

the world as the Day of the United Nations. This celebration will expressly 
commend itself to Christian people in all the countries of the world. EPS. Geneva 


SOUTH AFRICA The Churches Against Race Discrimination - 


The Christian Council of South Africa presented a statement to the Native Laws 
Commission of Inquiry. "In the opinion of this Council", the document declares, 
"race should not be a determining factor in admission to the rights of citizenship, 
and to this end discriminatory legislation should be progressively repealed at as 
Tapid a rate as circumstances allow," 


Christian education is urged in the report as a means, if well planned, of 
“training public opinion in the acceptance of the inter-racial goal, "In particular, 
ays the statement, stress should be laid in the dangerous nature of sub-Christian 
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phraseology such as that which speaks of preserving South Africa as a ‘white man's 
country’. To condemn the Africm to perpetual servitude in the interests of the 
white community is grossely unjust." . 


The Christian Churches of South Africa faced the criticism that their attitude 
might bring. "We are fully aware that the basic principles enumerated above run 
counter both to much popular prejudice in the matter of race relations, and also to 
some strong vested interests... But we believe that the ultimate happiness of the 
various peoples occupying this land depends upon the acceptance of these principles, 
and we put them forth as being those which the Christian Council of South Africa 
desires to champion and to propagate; and, in particular, we urge that legislation 
Should always be directed towards the acceptance, md not the denial, of these 


principles," E.P.o. Geneva 
GREAT BRITAIN The Estonian Parish in London 


Dr Jaak Taul arrived in London to take over his duties as rector of the Eston- 
ian parish, The new rector had an intimate connexion with inter-church affairs 
since 1936, when he served as an official representative of the Estonian Church 
at the conferences which took place at Lambeth Palace between the Archbishop of 
Canterbury's representatives and delegates of the Churches of Latvia and Estonia. 
These conferences were continued in Riga and Tallinn in 1938, and recommendations 
arising from them were approved by the Convocation of Canterbury. 


Dr Taul was professor of systematic theology at Tartu University. He is the 
author of a number of theological works, including one on the "Doctrine of the 
Kingdom of God" and another on the "Dogmatic Basis of the Lambeth Quadrilateral," 


There are some thousands of Estonians in Great Britain working in hospitals, 
factories and in the land, and a number who have served in the Merchant Navy 


throughout the war, to whom Dr Taul will minister, E.P.S, Geneva 
UNITED STATES Christian Film on Atomic Bomb 


An estimated 2500 persons attended the world premiere showing at the Constitu- 
tion Hall in Washington of "The Way of Peace", a movie depicting the Christian 
answer to the threat of atomic destruction. The film was presented under auspices 
of the American Lutherm Church, in cooperation with the Washington Federation of 
Chur ches. 


A number of Congressmen, high government officials in the executive department, 
and representatives of the diplomatic corps attended the showing. 


Senator Edwin C. Johnson told the audience that "both believers and unbelievers 
among the atomic scientists are certain that there is only one answer to the 
atomic bomb - the brotherhood of man," 


Dr Gerhard E, Lenski, pastor of Grace Lutheran church, presided, He said 
frankly that the picture is "pure propaganda" for the Christian viewpoint, 
B,P.9, Geneva 
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